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Wyoming leaders work to capture accurate hay values 
  
The Wyoming Department of Agriculture, working closely with other agriculture 

organizations and the National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS), initiated an effort to 
improve the methods of capturing the true value of hay. 

Several agriculture organizations are involved with the project including the Rocky 
Mountain Farmers Union, Wyoming Farm Bureau Federation and Wyoming Stock Growers 
Association.   
            “Hay prices are more difficult to establish than some commodities because of numerous 
variables including hay quality, harvesting methods and transportation,” Dick Coulter, NASS, 
said.  Coulter also explained that NASS does conduct two separate surveys to help determine 
hay values, a monthly questionnaire on hay prices and a survey every other year about hay 
production and sales.   
            Scott Zimmerman, Rocky Mountain Farmers Union, and Ken Hamilton, Wyoming Farm 
Bureau Federation, expressed the concerns of many hay producers throughout the state.  Both 
agreed that while the current formula is fair, it does not account for possible drought and low 
production that may occur as a result of that drought.   

One idea that was mentioned in the meeting was the possibility of working with the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation Service and the Wyoming 
Department of Revenue to obtain data that would accurately reflect the actual production 
variability as it relates to weather.   
            Wyoming agriculture leaders agreed that some changes in the current NASS survey are 
warranted to ensure accurate data on the price of hay.  Coulter will make recommended changes 
to the survey this fall.  These changes will then go through a federal approval process.  NASS 
also plans to increase the number of participants in the survey. 

Jim Magagna, Wyoming Stock Growers Association, and other ag leaders emphasized 
the importance of the survey and encouraged all agriculture producers to continue to take the 
time to fill it out and send it back, whether it is a current survey or the proposed improved survey.   

“We need to continue to gather good data while we await the updated survey,” Magagna 
said.  He added that only the producers can give Wyoming Agricultural Statistics the numbers 
that will reflect the actual price for the hay that is sold. 

“Changes in the survey will benefit agriculture producers for a very long time,” John 
Etchepare, director of the Wyoming Department of Agriculture, said.  “We must ask the correct 
questions to get the correct answers, and this is definitely a move in the right direction.  
Producers must be willing to take the necessary time to answer the survey, because it’s up to 
them to make this survey effective.  Producers’ profits are based on what is reported.”  
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